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Black bear visits 
Bridgewater...see page 2

Jalapeno Southwest 
Grill Comes to 

Bridgewater
Gervas io  and  Veronica 

Amato have signed a long-
term lease to  rent  space 
at Generations Park for a 
restaurant called “Jalapeño 

Southwest Grill”.  
While you may not recognize 

the Amato name, you’ve probably 
eaten at one of their restaurants.  Before opening Jalapeño 
Southwest Grill on Port Republic Road in Harrisonburg, 
they owned L’talia Pizza and Pasta and much earlier, 
Vitos, which were popular Harrisonburg eating spots.  In 
each case, the business was sold to its manager when they 
introduced a new restaurant.

The  Amatos 
w i l l  o p e n  i n 
early September.  
While we don’t 
know the menu 
they  p lan  fo r 
B r i d g e w a t e r , 
we know that in 
H a r r i s o n b u r g 
t h e y  o f f e r  a 
“build your own” 
burrito as well as 
many  Tex-Mex 
specialties.  

T h e y ’ l l  b e 
open for  lunch 
and dinner seven 
days a week.
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You Can 
Prevent 
Crime

Warm weather not 
only produces tulips and 
daffodils....often it also 
brings an increase in petty 
theft.  

In spite of our low crime 
rate, Bridgewater is not 
immune from crime.  Each 
year we notice an increase in 
vandalism and larceny as the 
temperature rises.  In most 
cases the victim has assisted 
the criminal by leaving doors 
unlocked or valuables 
unattended.  Don’t 
let this happen to you.  
The Bridgewater 
Police Department 
reminds everyone to 
keep doors locked 
and valuables out of 
sight.

In 
addition, 
if you see 
something 
suspicious, report it 
immediately.  It could be 
your information that results 
in the arrest and conviction 
of those responsible for the 
theft or vandalism.  

A Bridgewater police 
officer is on duty 24 hours 
every day.   A “911” call 
will result in the quickest 
response time,but you can 
also call the direct line to 
the Bridgewater Police 
Department (828-2611) or 
the County dispatch (434-
4436) who have immediate 
radio contact with our police 
officer on duty.

Black Bear Visits 
Bridgewater

While bears normally don’t 
inhabit Bridgewater, they will 
occasionally pass through town 
or just stop by because they find 
the dining selections appealing.  
That’s apparently what happened 
on Breezewood Terrace and the 
Holly Hill section of town.  The 
chief draw in this case were the 
number of bird feeders in these 
residential neighborhoods.  

Bears like the seeds, berries 
and nuts they can find at a bird 
feeder.  They also love trash cans 
and will eat many of the same 
foods as people.  While a black 
bear is less carnivorous than 
other North American bears, they 
still get about 10% of their diet 
from small animals including 
frogs, rabbits, deer fawns, fish 
and, rarely, a household pet.

We asked the Department 
of Game and Inland Fisheries 
to trap and relocate the bear, 
but they don’t do that anymore.  
Instead, they ask that residents 

remove the food source that lured the bear onto their property.  Bears are 
known to be highly intelligent animals that adapt quickly to their surrounding 
environment.  Once they associate houses with food, they don’t want to leave.  
If the food is gone, they lose interest and seek better opportunities elsewhere.

Here are some tips the Department of Game and Inland Fisheries wanted to 
pass on to you:

• Remove bird feeders.
• Secure your garbage by storing it in the garage or shed or using a bear-

proof container.
• Pick up pet food or feed them indoors.
• Don’t put meat scraps in the compost pile.
• Remove ripe fruit that may have fallen to the ground.
• Clean the grill often.
• Install electric fencing to protect beehives, dumpsters, gardens, compost 

piles or other potential food sources.
They want citizens to know that they will not trap or relocate a bear.  

Instead, the citizen should remove the attractants from their property once a 
bear discovers this food source.  If you need help identifying the attractant so 
it can be removed, or receive advice for deterring bears from your property, 
please call their Verona department at 540-248-9360.  

Also, brochures with more information are available in the Bridgewater 
Treasurer’s Office or you can view an interesting and information video is 
available for viewing by going to the “YouTube” website and entering www.
youtube.com/watch?v=6LUih6YuBLY in its search box.

After knocking over the bird feeder and 
eating its contents, this bear roaming in the 

Breezewood/Holly Hill area decided to search 
for another feeding area.  It hasn’t returned to 
this yard since the food source was removed.
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This is the first of three articles we’ll be doing about Dinkle Tavern to honor the 200th anniversary of its construction.

Dinkle Tavern’s 200th Anniversary
19th Century home survives floods and war.

William Magill settled the area just south 
of North River and by 1759, his son John, had 
obtained a 300-acre tract of land situated on 
what we now know as Bridgewater. By the 
latter part of the 18th century, the Magills sold 
their land to German immigrants and moved on 
to Tennessee.  

One of those immigrants was Daniel Dinkle 
(now spelled Dinkel), a Lutheran elder who 
purchased land on the north bank of North 
River.  Today that area is now part of the Town 
of Bridgewater.  In 1809 he sold a portion of 
the land to his son, Jacob Dinkle, including the 
site of Dinkle Tavern that still exists today at 
215 South Main Street.  

Jacob was industrious and enterprising.  As 
you might guess from the title of this article, 
he built his house around 1815 and records 
indicate that he operated an inn and tavern 
from this site as early as 1819.  He also built 
the first bridge across North River around 1820 
that came to be known as “Dinkle’s Bridge” 
according to historian John Wayland.  

The Tavern and Floods
In Mr. Wayland’s book, “The History of 

Rockingham County,” five disastrous floods 
are recorded during the 1800s.  So, it can 
be assumed that the renown Dinkle Tavern 
sustained damage during these floods.  

The Tavern and the Civil War
Very little Civil War history exists that 

specifically mentions Dinkle Tavern.  As 
best as we can tell, the picture to the left is 
Civil War era or shortly thereafter and that is 
ascertained by the dress of the woman peering 
out the doorway.

What we do know is that the Warm Springs 
Turnpike was one of the major highways for 
both the North and the South.   In May of 1862, 
General “Stonewall” Jackson and his army 
camped just south of Bridgewater.  Seeing 
the river swollen from spring rains, General 

Jackson ordered his troops to place wagons side by side in the 
stream so that men and artillery could cross safely (Under Four 
Flags by C.E. May).  Presumably, he marched past the Tavern on 
his northward trek.  

Later Hotchkiss recorded in his Civil War Journal that in September of 1864 the Yankees had entered 
Bridgewater.  So, while we have no stories specific to Dinkle Tavern, we do know the residents living at that time 
saw both armies as they moved back and forth.

This shows flood damage to Dinkle Tavern probably from the 
1889 or 1896 flood.  While these dates cannot be confirmed, we 

can at least ascertain that it was after 1885 since that is the year 
Bridgewater connected with Harrisonburg via the telegraph.  The 
pole in this picture either carried telegraph or telephone wires. We 

believe the telephone system came to Bridgewater in the early 1890s.

Judy Galang, current owner and resident at 
215 South Main, believes this is the oldest 
picture of Dinkel Tavern.  It was probably 
taken during or just after the Civil War.
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The Bridgewater Historical Society will 
hold its Annual Spring Banquet on Friday, May 
22nd at 6:30 PM. It will held at the Bridgewater 
Retirement Community in the Maple Terrace 
Room. The tickets are $25.00 per person. 
Please RSVP with your payment of $25 per 
person to Terry Slaubaugh, 216 Holly Hill Dr. 
Bridgewater VA 22812, or stop by the Museum 
at 109 S. Main St., Thursday-Saturday between 
10:00 AM to 3:00 PM. You may also contact 
Ben Beydler for information at 828-9986.

Bridgewater’s First 
“The Little Free 

Library” Is Here!!! 
It is located at Bridgewater 

Presbyterian Church, 110 E. 
College Street.

Stop by and check it out.  
Take a book; leave a book.  
No membership or late fees. 
Available to readers of all ages 
and abilities in our community.

For more information contact 
the church office at 828-2442.

Fire Company 
Enjoying New 

Facilities
If you haven’t had a chance to tour the Fire Company’s 

expanded facility, you are missing out.  Volunteers and staff 
will tell you that in addition to the larger garages for their 
equipment,  the extra bunk rooms, updated kitchen facility, 
offices and training room make their job a whole lot easier.  
If you’re a member of a school or civic group and would 
like a tour of their station, they encourage you to call 828-
3121 and schedule your visit. 

Being a volunteer for this organization is not for the 
faint of heart.  Calls can come at any time, day or night, and 
range from brush fires to burning vehicles or houses.  The 
Company is always accepting volunteers and will provide 
training to make sure you are up to the task.  If you are 
interested, please call the number above and put your name 
on the list for future training sessions or check out their 
website - www.bridgewaterfire.com - for more information.  
If volunteering is not for you, the Company still needs 
donations from the community to help pay their $1.4 
million debt for the building and equipment.

The Company’s latest purchase, the Mack Pierce Tanker, is 
capable of holding 3000 gallons and can maintain a water 

stream up to 750 gallons per minute.  John Bill Hume points 
out some of the dials and controls that make this piece of 
equipment invaluable to the Fire Company’s efficiency.

                  
Announcing...

     Third Annual 
Parade is Planned 

for December
After a long winter and cold spring, 

it seems premature to be thinking about 
Christmas, but not to the organizers of the 
2015 Christmas Parade.  John Marklin, owner 
of Bridgewater Foods, has been encouraged 
by the positive response to last year’s parade 
and is already laying the groundwork for 
another successful event.  He describes it as a 
“great way to start off the Christmas season.”  

According to current plans, the parade will 
follow the same route as last year starting at 
the Bridgewater Retirement Home and going 
up Main Street and ending at Bridgewater 
Foods. Last year there were over 100 floats 
and groups marching in the parade and more 
are expected this year. And of course Santa 
will be on hand at the Fire House to take 
pictures with the kids after the parade.
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Garden of 
the Month  
The Roundhill Garden Club 

will begin its judging for “Garden 
of the Month” in April.  These 
awards are given to one home 
and business each month from 
May to September.  Besides 
being featured in the Bridgewater 
Current, the recipient will have a 
sign in their yard naming them the 
garden of the month.  

To nominate either a residence 
or business for this honor please call 
432-9921 or 867-5347.

Cool Afterschool (Grades K-5)
    May 5th at 4 p.m. 
Storytime for Toddlers
    May 7th and 14th at 10:15 a.m. 
Storytime for Preschool
    May 7th and 14th at 4 p.m. 
Lego Club (Grades K-5)
    May 12th at 4 p.m.
Crafty Kids (Grades K-5) 
    May 19th at 4 p.m.
Dogs2Read2 (Grades K-5) 
    May 26th at 4 p.m.

North
 River Library News118 Mt. Crawford Avenue

540-434-4475, Ext. 4
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May 12 ........................................... Town Council Meeting
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Bridgewater Rotary Club   ......... Dinner/Business 
meeting every Tuesday at 6 PM, Maple Terrace, 
Bridgewater Retirement Community.

T.O.P.S. @ Bridgewater Presbyterian Church .........
Every Tuesday from 6:15-7:30 PM.  Open to anyone 
interested in weight loss or weight management.  For 
more information please call Vickie Bland at 568-
6539. 

Bridgewater Historical Museum ............. 109 South 
Main Street.   Open Thursday, Friday and Saturday 
from 10 AM to 3 PM. We will also open anytime by 
appointment.  Check us out on FaceBook.   

May 11   Bridgewater Family and Community 
Educators  ..............7:30 PM.  Meets second 
Monday of every month at Arey Assembly Hall in 
the Bridgewater Community Center.  New members 
welcome.  For information contact Rosetta Harris, 
828-6273. 

May 11-14   Bridgewater Child Care Center ............         
3:15-6 PM.   Open house will be held for perspective 
John Wayland students at Bridgewater Church of the 
Brethren.  For more information please call 810-7821.

May 19   Parkinson’s Support Group.... . Meets from 
2 PM to 3 PM on the third Tuesday of every month 
in the Smith Room of Bridgewater Retirement 
Community’s Maple Terrace.  All are welcome.  
Please call 828-2550 for more information.

May 20   Myers-Hodges V.F.W. Post 8644.... ..Meets 
the third Wednesday of every month at 7:30 PM at 
the Post home on Dry River Road.  Call 828-0051 
for further information.  

May 22   Bridgewater Historical Society Annual 
Spring Banquet .... .6:30 PM at Bridgewater 
Retirement Community’s Maple Terrace room. (see 
page 4 for details) 

May 25   Bridgewater Fire Company Ladies 
Auxiliary ......... Meets 7 PM at the fire hall.   New 
members welcome.  Call 828-2035 for more 
information.

June 1   Bridgewater Rescue Squad Auxiliary        
6:30 PM at Bridgewater Rescue Squad building.  
Meets the first Monday of every month. New 
members welcome.  For details call 828-3395.

June 1   Bridgewater Ruritan Club  ...............7 PM at 
Bridgewater United Methodist Church.

June 2  Myers-Hodges V.F.W. Ladies Auxiliary..... ..
Meets the first Tuesday of every month at 7 PM at 
the Post home on Dry River Road.

June 2   Congressman Goodlatte Open Door  .......A 
representative from Congressman Goodlatte’s office 
will be available the first Tuesday of every month 
from 11:30 AM to 1:00 PM in the Council Chambers 
of the Bridgewater Community Center or may be 
contacted at 885-3861.

Spring Yard Sale 
Date - May 30

To have your address listed in 
DNR and on Town website 

call 828-3390 during 
business hours. Last day 
to call in your address is   

5 p.m. Friday, May 22.


